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Overarching Workshop Goal

• To develop a consensus diagram 
identifying critical modeling interactions 

and data needs that will lead to improved 
decision-making in response to oil spills
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Nature of the Diagram:
A Knowledge/Influence Map

Incorporate 
toxicological 
endpoints, natural 
resource protection 
needs and physical 
modeling
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The 2003-04 ARCSS Arctic System Synthesis

• How does the Arctic work?
• >30 individuals from numerous 

sub-disciplines
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Many “AHA!” moments….capped 
by a high impact publication
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WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

NOAA Office of Response & Restoration : 
(1) Provide opportunity for NOAA OR&R scientists to 

interact with scientists from diverse disiplines in 
government and academic to identify new 
approaches to integrating oil spill modeling across 
a wide range of scales and uncertainties

(2) Develop strategies for better integration of 
transport models w/ ecological endpoints for use 
in oil spill emergency response 
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WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

Coastal Response Research Center (CRRC): 
(1) Provide a learning experience for NOAA staff that 

increases interactions with scientists from 
diverse disciplines

(2) Identify technical and research gaps for 
incorporating data quickly into a new version of a 
modeling framework 
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COASTAL RESPONSE RESEARCH 
CENTER OUTCOMES

(1) Specific topics for CRRC annual Requests for 
Proposals (RFPs)

(2) Documentation
-- Minimum: A Workshop Report 

(3) Identify targets for followup
-- Facilitate interactions of working groups “post      

Durham”
-- Support potential peer-reviewed articles that 

might be identified during the Workshop or     
any  other products (e.g. data bases) or roles 
(e.g. clearinghouse for info)
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Workshop Organization

• Organized Around Five Major Themes:
• Predicting Environmental Risk
• Predicting  Environmental Effects
• Integrating Physical, Biological and Toxicological Models
• Defining Appropriate Time/Space Scales for Integrated 

Modeling
• Communicating with Decision-Makers

• Mix of Plenary Talks, Break-out Discussion and 
“Mapping Exercise”, Informal Dialogue, Reports Back 
to the Group at Large, Plenary Discussion



10

Workshop Organization

• At the End of the Workshop We Will:
• Attempt to Reach Consensus on Key Findings
• Revisit Our Stated Goals & Outcomes
• Define a Set of Follow-on Activities and Action 

Items, Including a Plan for Producing the 
Required Workshop Report

• Ask You to Evaluate the Workshop…post-WS 
and 1 year hence
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