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Dispersants: Lessons from DWH

AN NGO PERPSPECTIVE

IMPACTS VS. EFFECTIVENES

1

• Do we know the trade-offs?

• Dispersants effective at the wellhead, surface?

• Empirical data on efficacy, impacts need to be 
accessible

(Fingas, 2013)
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IMPACTS: MORE  QUESTIONS
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• More harmful combined w/ oil than by itself?

• Concerns about toxicity to organisms remain

• Predict, monitor impacts to biota, food web?

NOAA

USFWS

IMPACTS: GOING FORWARD

1

• O & G production trending deeper 

• Address research gaps, improve monitoring

• Improve transparency of data, results


