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Environmental Disasters Data Management Workshop

Response Data Needs

Charlie Henry
Director, NOAA’s GOM Disaster Response Center

Office of Response and Restoration 

16 Sept. 2014

Disclaimer:

The information presented reflects only the views of the presenter, and does not 
necessarily reflect the official positions or policies of NOAA or the Department of 
Commerce.
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NOAA Estimation of Floodwater Depth

The Five Response Questions?

• What was spilled?

• Where is it going?

• What’s at risk?

• How will it hurt?

• What can be done to mitigate the hurt?
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Charlie Henry
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“Information (data) is very critical to 
providing situational awareness.”

How will it hurt?  Toxicity Data

What can be done to mitigate?

“Knowing the confidence in the information 
can be just as critical.”

Uncertainty – Spill Responders are OK with uncertainty, if 
they know the information is uncertain.

Significant Figures – Implied Accuracy
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Types of Emergency Responses ‐ All‐Hazards

Types of Data – All Kinds

To “paint a good picture” quickly, it is very  
helpful if the data fits into what is called a 

Common Operation Prospective.”

common, easily displayed environment

ERMA  
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Last comment…

• Much of the early information known during an 
emergency response is wrong, and response 
decisions must be made anyway.

(It is important to update and correct bad 
information.)
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Charlie Henry
Director
Disaster Response Center

Core Business Function:

A Hub for NOAA Emergency Preparedness, Response, Recovery, and Resilience...

THE NOAA GOM DISASTER RESPONSE CENTER
Mobile, Alabama


