The Center for Spills in the Environment (CSE) is located at the University of New
Hampshire (UNH). CSE is a parallel center to the NOAA-funded Coastal Response
Research Center (CRRC), also located at UNH. CSE works with a variety of
governmental agencies and the private sector. Similar to CRRC, CSE focuses on the
education, research and outreach involved with all aspects of spills, with an overall
objective of promoting effective protection, restoration and recovery of coastal areas.
CSE is known as an independent, honest broker and for its experience in the areas of
environmental and marine science and engineering as they relate to spills. CSE has
conducted numerous workshops bringing together researchers, practitioners and NGOs of
diverse backgrounds to address issues in spill response, restoration and recovery.
Representatives of CSE activities and projects:
In October 2014, CSE hosted a forum which featured speakers who played key roles
during the 1989 Exxon Valdez accident in Prince William Sound, Alaska and the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) spill in the
Gulf of Mexico. The forum brought together prominent oil spill experts from government, academia and industry to
address important questions related to these spills including: What have we learned from these two spills? How can they
inform future spill response? What should we do differently to address the spills of the future? How should we apply what
we have learned to oil exploration in frontier areas like the Arctic and ultra-deepwater and inland (e.g. railroad and
pipeline) spills? In addition to discussion of potential spill scenarios four important panels were convened on the role of:
 Science during Oil Spills;
 Media during Oil Spills;
 Social and Public Health during Oil Spills, and;
 Policy and Politics during Oil Spills.
Oil Sands Products (OSP) Forum (Seattle, WA). A panel of experts offered the latest information and details on OSP
and its characteristics, transportation (via rail, pipeline, vessel), and fate, behavior, modeling any natural resources
impacts when spilled. Case studies (Enbridge/Kalamazoo and Burnaby spills) were presented. A final report is available
on the CSE website.
Oil Dispersant Research Workshop (Baton Rouge, LA). This workshop offered a collaborative opportunity for
researchers, funded GoMRI, NSF, federal & state agencies, industry and NGOs and practitioners to present their latest
findings on dispersant-related issues. It laid the groundwork for determining areas where research has the potential to
impact future dispersant use in spill response and promoted mechanisms for scientific exchange and collaboration.
Dispersants, Submerged Oil and other Working Groups. The goal of these topical working groups are to facilitate
discussion among members to identify research needs and keep abreast of new findings resulting on-going studies and to
coordinate future efforts.

