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Trash Free Potomac Initiative

•
 

Background of AFF and Potomac Cleanup

•
 

Getting Beyond Cleanups –
 

Overview of Initiative

•
 

Monitoring is key to success

•
 

Our Monitoring Needs

Presentation Overview
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Where is the Alice Ferguson Foundation?

•Hard Bargain Farm –
 

330-acre education facility 
along the Potomac in State of Maryland

•Ten-miles south of Washington, DC --
 

just 
opposite of Mount Vernon
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Three Core Programs:
•

 
Hard Bargain Farm Environmental Center

 
–

 onsite education program

•
 

Bridging the Watershed
 

–
 

offsite in National Parks

•
 

Trash Free Potomac Watershed Initiative
 including the Annual Potomac Watershed Cleanup 
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Educate Thousands of Students..
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…And Hundreds of Teachers
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Potomac River Watershed Cleanup

•
 

The cleanup began in 1989 when the Alice Ferguson 
Foundation wanted to clean the Hard Bargain Farm and the 
Piscataway Park shoreline.
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Why AFF Cares About Trash

Potomac Shoreline at Hard Bargain Farm
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Trash Issue Leads to Environmental Stewardship
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Potomac Watershed
*2nd

 

Largest Trib

 
to  

Chesapeake Bay

 
* DC, MD, PA, WV, 
VA

 
* Nearly 15,000 sq. 
miles
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EXTRAORDINARY 
REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP

60+ Major Partners 

350 + Community Organization 

45 Educational Institutions 

22 Federal, State and County 
agencies 

40 Corporate sponsors & donors
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Results of 19th Potomac Watershed Cleanup 

• 400+ Cleanup Sites 

• 8,140 Volunteers

• 291 Tons

• 124,000 +Recyclable

Beverage Containers

• 10,600 Plastic

 
Bags

• Top Brands:
•7-11
•Budweiser
•Coca-Cola/ Pepsi
•McDonalds Congressman Steny Hoyer pitches in at the 

18th

 

Potomac Watershed Cleanup, April 8, 
2006!

March 31 to April 22 2007



TRASH FREE BY 2013!

Annual Cleanups – 19-Year Grand Total

•
 

1,738 Tons (3,476,000 lbs.) of trash

•
 

50,683 Volunteers                    

•
 

Hundreds of Partners -
 

Maryland, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and DC

1989 to 2007
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Cleanup Grows & Expands Each Year

Potomac Watershed Cleanup History
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After 19 Years of Cleanups…

We Want a Trash Free Potomac!

•
 

We want out of the Trash Business!

•
 

Let’s get to the source!
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How Do We Get to a 
Trash Free Potomac    

by 2013?

Trash Free Potomac Watershed Initiative



TRASH FREE BY 2013!

Getting to Trash Free -- a Holistic Approach

•Public Education & Awareness

•Research

•Legislation & Enforcement 

••Economic Incentives & DisincentivesEconomic Incentives & Disincentives
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Framework for Trash Free Initiative

Alice Ferguson Foundation

Advisory 
Council

Research 
and 

Management

Public 
Education 

and
Awareness

Future 
Economy
Of Trash

The New Rules
of Trash: 

Legislation & 
Enforcement

Make It 
Happen:

Monitoring and 
Evaluation

5 Action Committees
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Elected Officials Sign Trash Treaty

Committed to a        
Trash Free Potomac 

by 2013
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Potomac Watershed Trash Treaty

Congressman Chris Van Hollen 
signing  Trash Treaty –

 

February 2006

•
 

71 elected officials have 
currently signed (Federal, 
State and Local)

•
 

Representing 20 major 
jurisdictions in the 
Potomac Watershed
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2nd Annual Trash Summit
Hosted by The World Bank

June 14, 2007
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300+ participants
•

 
Federal, state & local leaders 

•
 

Business leaders
•

 
Non-profit leaders 

•
 

Media 
•

 
Concerned citizens 

•
 

Students
•

 
Baltimore Partners 

2nd Annual Trash Summit
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Bringing Attention to Trash!
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Bringing Attention to Trash!
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Bringing Attention to Trash!
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Together We Have Made Progress!
1) Acknowledgment that trash is an issue!

2) Created framework for multi-jurisdictional collaboration!

3) Garnered Political Will!

4) Developed process for accountability!

5) Engaged thousands in Citizen Action!

6) Creative Partnering and Leveraging of Resources!

7) Bringing Greater Attention!
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Next Step -- Regulating Trash!!!

•Anacostia
 

River has been “Listed as 
Impaired for Trash” --

 
2nd

 
river in U.S. to 

have this designation by EPA

•
 

Establishing a “Trash TMDL” -
 

Total 
Maximum Daily Load

•Monitoring is necessary and key!
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What’s Needed…

•
 

Identify and Track Trash Hot Spots

•
 

Agree upon Regional Monitoring 
Instrument and Implement Volunteer 
and Jurisdictional Monitoring of Hot 
Spots

•
 

Leverage and Apply Data to garner 
greater political and public will –

 Regional Public Education Campaign

Judith Davis, Mayor of 
Greenbelt, MD signs the 2006 

Action Agreement
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Thank You for Working Together
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…it leads to many opportunities ahead
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Next Step – Enlist Citizens & Businesses

Actions:
•Development Framework to Engage and 
Network Citizen Leaders

•Engage Business Leaders in Visioning and 
Problem-Solving and Public Education 
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Next Step – Regional Public Education

Actions:
•Regional Message with Materials that  
Subwatersheds

 
Can Customize 

•Incorporate Non-Traditional Methods to 
Reach Targeted Audiences

•Leverage Resources of Region for Support



TRASH FREE BY 2013!

Tackle Trash, Tackle Other Water 
Quality Issues Too

TMDL = Total Maximum Daily Load
TMDL establishes the load reductions from point 
and nonpoint sources that MUST be made to allow 
water quality standards to be attained.
Monitoring is required to determine the load.

Trash TMDL – Measuring the Load
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Tackle Trash, Tackle Other Water 
Quality Issues Too

TMDL = Total Maximum Daily Load
TMDL establishes the load reductions from point 
and nonpoint sources that MUST be made to allow 
water quality standards to be attained.
Monitoring is required to determine the load.

Regulating Trash --- TMDL
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Brand Names Most Often 
Found…

•
 

7-Eleven, Anhueser
 

Bush, Budweiser, Burger 
King, Capri Sun, Clorox, Coca Cola, Dairy 
Queen, Dasani

 
Water, Deer Park Water, 

Doritos, Dunkin Donuts, Gatorade, Giant, 
Heineken, Jolly Rancher, Lean Cuisine, 
McDonalds, Milwaukee’s Best, Popeye’s, Red 
Bull, Rite Aid, Safeway, Starbucks, Twix, 
Vaseline Lipbalm, and Wendy’s
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Case Study – Los Angeles

•
 

Improved Water Quality through Trash!

Consider what happened in Los Angeles:

•Public overwhelmingly supported passage of 
Proposition O in Nov. 2004
•Resulted in issuance of $500 million bond to fund 
removal of trash from storm water –

 
in addition to other 

water quality measures
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Anacostia is a Model Subwatershed

•
 

Formalized Governance Process for Environmental 
Restoration

•
 

Anacostia

 
Trash Reduction Strategy

•
 

Federal/State Agencies investing 
•

 
Local Jurisdictions and Active Citizen Groups Stepping up 
to the Plate

•
 

Maryland and DC Listed Anacostia

 
as Impaired for Trash!

A Potomac Success Story!
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Governments Taking Action

•
 

Montgomery County
 

–
 

building improved internal 
collaboration amongst key departments to ensure 
implementation of 2006 Action Agreement

•
 

District of Columbia
 

–
 

is listing the Anacostia 
River as “Impaired” for trash

•
 

State of Maryland
 

–
 

considering listing the 
Potomac and Anacostia as “Impaired” for trash
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